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Introduction 

Thank-you​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Columbia​ ​Basin​ ​Rural​ ​Development​ ​Institute​ ​for​ ​providing​ ​a​ ​subsidy​ ​to 

attend​ ​this​ ​Conference.  

Keynote​ ​Speaker:​ ​Brian​ ​Fry​ ​-​ ​​Thursday,​ ​Sept​ ​21st 
 
Brian​ ​was​ ​born​ ​and​ ​raised​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Kootenays​ ​and​ ​in​ ​his​ ​54​ ​years​ ​has​ ​truly​ ​leveraged​ ​all​ ​the 
advantages​ ​rural​ ​life​ ​can​ ​deliver.​ ​In​ ​his​ ​early​ ​days​ ​he​ ​was​ ​part​ ​of​ ​the​ ​infamous​ ​Red 
Mountain​ ​Racers.​ ​Through​ ​great​ ​coaching​ ​be​ ​became​ ​a​ ​National​ ​Ski​ ​Team​ ​member​ ​at​ ​19 
years​ ​of​ ​age​ ​during​ ​the​ ​Crazy​ ​Canuck​ ​era​ ​but​ ​this​ ​wouldn’t​ ​last​ ​long.​ ​A​ ​bad​ ​crash​ ​abruptly 
ended​ ​his​ ​promising​ ​career​ ​and​ ​left​ ​Brian​ ​looking​ ​for​ ​a​ ​new​ ​exciting​ ​path​ ​forward. 

He​ ​chose​ ​to​ ​become​ ​a​ ​technology​ ​entrepreneur​ ​in​ ​1985​ ​and​ ​since​ ​this​ ​time​ ​has​ ​been 
involved​ ​in​ ​over​ ​10​ ​technology​ ​Start-Ups​ ​and​ ​was​ ​a​ ​founding​ ​member​ ​of​ ​the​ ​British 
Columbia​ ​Technology​ ​Industry​ ​Association.​ ​While​ ​he​ ​spent​ ​some​ ​of​ ​his​ ​early​ ​career​ ​in 
Vancouver​ ​and​ ​Silicon​ ​Valley​ ​getting​ ​his​ ​tech​ ​start​ ​he​ ​was​ ​determined​ ​to​ ​prove​ ​he​ ​could 
build​ ​great​ ​companies​ ​from​ ​the​ ​rural​ ​Kootenays​ ​and​ ​in​ ​1997​ ​made​ ​his​ ​move.​ ​He​ ​has​ ​now 
been​ ​doing​ ​this​ ​for​ ​20​ ​years. 

Brian’s​ ​biggest​ ​success​ ​to​ ​date​ ​was​ ​the​ ​building​ ​of​ ​RackForce​ ​which​ ​he​ ​co-founded​ ​with​ ​Tim 
Dufour.​ ​It​ ​became​ ​Canada’s​ ​largest​ ​cloud​ ​provider​ ​by​ ​the​ ​time​ ​of​ ​its​ ​sale​ ​in​ ​2015.​ ​Since​ ​this 
event​ ​Brian​ ​has​ ​had​ ​the​ ​luxury​ ​and​ ​time​ ​to​ ​seek​ ​out​ ​the​ ​next​ ​big​ ​opportunity​ ​which​ ​he​ ​calls 
a​ ​“moonshot”​ ​just​ ​to​ ​keep​ ​him​ ​excited. 

Brian​ ​has​ ​been​ ​fortunate​ ​to​ ​recruit​ ​his​ ​dream​ ​team.​ ​Tim​ ​has​ ​rejoined​ ​Brian​ ​as​ ​well​ ​as​ ​a​ ​new 
to​ ​the​ ​region​ ​tech​ ​super​ ​star​ ​entrepreneur,​ ​Pilar​ ​Portela.​ ​Together,​ ​along​ ​with​ ​significant 
partners​ ​in​ ​the​ ​region​ ​and​ ​abroad,​ ​they​ ​are​ ​working​ ​on​ ​a​ ​major​ ​strategy​ ​to​ ​build​ ​a​ ​rural 
tech​ ​industry​ ​around​ ​local​ ​strengths.​ ​Brian​ ​will​ ​be​ ​sharing​ ​why​ ​he​ ​thinks​ ​major​ ​rural 
economic​ ​development​ ​can​ ​happen​ ​through​ ​Tech​ ​Industry​ ​opportunities​ ​and​ ​how​ ​to​ ​do​ ​it. 

Take-Away 
ǒ Brian​ ​is​ ​an​ ​energetic​ ​and​ ​optimistic​ ​entrepreneur​ ​with​ ​the​ ​drive​ ​and​ ​determination 

to​ ​pursue​ ​a​ ​‘semi’​ ​Rural​ ​niche​ ​here​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Kootenay.​ ​(‘Semi’​ ​because​ ​“Rural”​ ​can 
mean​ ​many​ ​different​ ​definitions,​ ​based​ ​on​ ​what​ ​constitutes​ ​“Rural”) 

ǒ Brian’s​ ​strategy​ ​to​ ​develop​ ​“cluster​ ​development”​ ​is​ ​certainly​ ​worth​ ​pursuing,​ ​even 
in​ ​smaller​ ​rural​ ​communities​ ​(<2,000)​ ​throughout​ ​the​ ​Kootenays. 

ǒ Small​ ​rural​ ​communities​ ​cannot​ ​compete​ ​with​ ​the​ ​larger​ ​‘rural’​ ​communities 
because​ ​there​ ​there​ ​are​ ​not​ ​the​ ​resources,​ ​personnel​ ​or​ ​drive​ ​to​ ​make​ ​the​ ​changes 
necessary​ ​to​ ​‘grow’​ ​a​ ​community.​ ​Most​ ​are​ ​relatively​ ​quite​ ​complacent! 
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Sessions​ ​Attended 
Thursday,​ ​Sept​ ​21st​ ​-​ ​10:30​ ​-​ ​12:00 
1)​ ​T2​ ​-​ ​Working​ ​Together​ ​to​ ​Build​ ​a​ ​Regional​ ​Innovation​ ​Ecosystem​ ​in 
Non-Metropolitan​ ​Areas:​ ​BC​ ​Insights 
Panelists: 

1. Jennifer​ ​Tedman-Jones,​ ​Mitac​s;  
2. Amber​ ​Hayes,​ ​Metallurgical​ ​Industrial​ ​Development​ ​Acceleration​ ​and​ ​Studies 

(MIDAS)​;  
3. Erin​ ​Handy,​ ​Kootenay​ ​Association​ ​for​ ​Science​ ​and​ ​Technology​ ​(KAST)​;  
4. Lukas​ ​Bichler,​ ​UBC​ ​Okanagan​;  
5. Don​ ​Freschi,​ ​Fenix​ ​Advanced​ ​Materials;  
6. Rhys​ ​Andres,​ ​Selkirk​ ​College​​ ​​Collective​ ​Presentation​ ​Slides. 

Take​ ​Away: 
ǒ Great​ ​Concept​ ​for​ ​large​ ​‘Rural’​ ​Communities,​ ​although​ ​does​ ​not​ ​address​ ​or​ ​apply​ ​to 

small​ ​rural​ ​communities. 
ǒ Small​ ​rural​ ​communities​ ​could​ ​make​ ​use​ ​of​ ​the​ ​idea​ ​of​ ​smaller​ ​cluster 

developments,​ ​but​ ​that​ ​would​ ​require​ ​the​ ​financial​ ​and​ ​knowledge​ ​support​ ​of​ ​the 
larger,​ ​regional​ ​communities,​ ​Colleges​ ​and​ ​Technological​ ​innovations.  

Thursday,​ ​Sept​ ​21st​ ​-​ ​1:00​ ​-​ ​2:30 
2)​ ​T8​ ​-​ ​Engaging​ ​Rural​ ​Community​ ​Stakeholders 

1. New​ ​approaches​ ​for​ ​engaging​ ​the​ ​public​ ​and​ ​making​ ​sense​ ​of​ ​their​ ​input. 
Presenter(s):​ ​Terry​ ​Miller,​ ​TMiller​ ​&​ ​Associates​ ​Management​ ​Consulting. 

2. Rural​ ​Stakeholder​ ​Engagement​ ​in​ ​BC.​ ​Presenter(s):​ ​Claudia​ ​Trudeau, 
Government​ ​of​ ​BC​ ​–​ ​Rural​ ​Secretariat,​ ​Ministry​ ​of​ ​Forests,​ ​Lands​ ​and​ ​Natural 
Resource​ ​Operations. 

3. Improving​ ​Information​ ​Services​ ​to​ ​Remote,​ ​Rural​ ​and​ ​Indigenous​ ​Populations 
in​ ​Canada.​ ​​Presenter(s):​ ​Angela​ ​Pollak,​ ​University​ ​of​ ​Alberta. 

Take​ ​Away: 
ǒ Provincial​ ​Government​ ​“Rural​ ​Dividend”​ ​financial​ ​support​ ​to​ ​‘small’​ ​Rural 

Communities​ ​is​ ​essential​ ​and​ ​imperative​ ​for​ ​Economic​ ​Development​ ​Projects​ ​in 
these​ ​communities​ ​and​ ​surrounding​ ​Regional​ ​District​ ​areas. 

 
Thursday,​ ​Sept​ ​21st​ ​-​ ​3:00​ ​-​ ​4:30 
3)​ ​T14​ ​-​ ​Rural​ ​Tourism,​ ​Place​ ​&​ ​Identity 

1. Tourism,​ ​Place​ ​and​ ​Identity:​ ​Rural​ ​Tourism​ ​in​ ​Iceland​ ​and​ ​Prince​ ​Edward​ ​Island 
-​ ​Results​ ​of​ ​a​ ​dialogue.​​ ​Presenter(s):​ ​Laurie​ ​Brinklow,​ ​University​ ​of​ ​Prince 
Edward​ ​Island​ ​and​ ​Guðrún​ ​Þóra​ ​Gunnarsdóttir,​ ​Icelandic​ ​Tourism​ ​Research 
Centre. 

2. The​ ​“Love​ ​Life.​ ​Love​ ​Work.”​ ​Initiative:​ ​Featuring​ ​the​ ​Tourism​ ​Industry​ ​in​ ​the 
Kootenays​ ​as​ ​The​ ​Best​ ​Place​ ​to​ ​Work​ ​In​.​ ​Presenter(s):​ ​Emilie​ ​Cayer-Huard, 
Kootenay​ ​Rockies​ ​Tourism. 
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3. Imagine​ ​Kootenay​ ​website​ ​-​ ​Work,​ ​Invest,​ ​Live.​ ​Presenter(s):​ ​Wake​ ​Williams, 
Lower​ ​Columbia​ ​Community​ ​Development​ ​Team​ ​Society;​ ​Terri​ ​Van​ ​Horn, 
Lower​ ​Columbia​ ​Initiatives​ ​Corporation;​ ​Andrea​ ​Wilkey,​ ​Community​ ​Futures. 
Presentation​ ​Slides. 

Take​ ​Away: 
ǒ Once​ ​again,​ ​the​ ​issues​ ​that​ ​‘larger’​ ​Rural​ ​Communities​ ​have​ ​is​ ​magnified​ ​and 

amplified​ ​in​ ​‘small’​ ​Rural​ ​Communities. 
 
Friday,​ ​Sept.​ ​22nd​ ​-​ ​8:30​ ​-​ ​10:00 
4)​ ​Capacity​ ​Building​ ​Session​ ​-​ ​Creating​ ​Connections​ ​Through​ ​Rural​ ​Networks 

1. Organizers:​ ​Gordon​ ​Yusko,​ ​University​ ​of​ ​British​ ​Columbia/BC​ ​Rural​ ​Network; 
Nicole​ ​Vaugeois,​ ​Vancouver​ ​Island​ ​University/BC​ ​Rural​ ​Network;​ ​Danielle 
Robinson,​ ​BC​ ​Rural​ ​Network.​ ​​Presentation​ ​Slides. 

Take​ ​Away: 
ǒ “Creating​ ​Connections”​ ​is​ ​an​ ​excellent​ ​way​ ​to​ ​share​ ​and​ ​support​ ​joint​ ​actions​ ​and 

this​ ​program​ ​needs​ ​to​ ​apply​ ​to​ ​All​ ​Rural​ ​Communities​ ​​ ​and​ ​needs​ ​to​ ​be 
disseminated​ ​whether​ ​small,​ ​medium​ ​or​ ​large​ ​communities. 

Friday,​ ​Sept​ ​22nd,​ ​10:30​ ​-​ ​12:00 
5)​ ​Rural​ ​Well-Being 

1. Measuring​ ​rural​ ​well-being​ ​to​ ​foster​ ​collaboration:​ ​a​ ​meta-analysis​ ​of 
sustainability​ ​indicator-based​ ​monitoring​ ​initiatives​ ​in​ ​rural​ ​and 
resource-based​ ​regions.​ ​​Presenter(s):​ ​Brennan​ ​Lowery,​ ​Grenfell​ ​Campus 
Memorial​ ​University. 

2. Rural​ ​Community​ ​Well-being:​ ​Opportunities​ ​To​ ​Be​ ​Harvested.​​ ​Presenter(s): 
Kathleen​ ​Kevany,​ ​Dalhousie​ ​University. 

3. Rural​ ​Community​ ​Survival.​​ ​Presenter(s):​ ​Dalyce​ ​Brandt,​ ​Owner​ ​Sharp​ ​Image 
Consulting. 

Take​ ​Away: 
ǒ The​ ​presentation​ ​that​ ​I​ ​most​ ​enjoyed​ ​and​ ​believe​ ​could​ ​be​ ​very​ ​useful​ ​for​ ​Rural 

Communities​ ​was​ ​“Rural​ ​Community​ ​Survival”!​ ​Dalyce​ ​Brandt’s​ ​concept​ ​of​ ​providing 
in-community​ ​support​ ​for​ ​developing​ ​Rural​ ​Leaders​ ​and​ ​guiding​ ​them​ ​through​ ​the 
process​ ​of​ ​Rural​ ​revitalization​ ​is​ ​essential. 
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Friday,​ ​Sept​ ​22nd​ ​-​ ​1:00​ ​-​ ​2:30 
5)​ ​Representations​ ​of​ ​Rural 

1. The​ ​Representations​ ​of​ ​African​ ​Farming​ ​Labor​ ​by​ ​Pro-Biotechnology​ ​Studies. 
Presenter(s):​ ​Yassine​ ​Dguidegue,​ ​University​ ​of​ ​Missouri. 

2. Reimagining​ ​Rural​ ​in​ ​British​ ​Columbia:​ ​dialectics​ ​of​ ​non-urban​ ​landscapes. 
Presenter(s):​ ​Ian​ ​Cox,​ ​Vancouver​ ​Island​ ​University. 

3. Designing​ ​rurality:​ ​Assessing​ ​media-led​ ​constructions​ ​of​ ​rural​ ​revitalization. 
Presenter(s):​ ​Heather​ ​Mair,​ ​University​ ​of​ ​Waterloo. 

Take​ ​Away: 
● Certainly​ ​interesting​ ​to​ ​hear​ ​what​ ​is​ ​“Rural”​ ​from​ ​an​ ​International​ ​and​ ​more 

regional​ ​and​ ​Provincial​ ​perspective,​ ​but​ ​the​ ​overall​ ​take​ ​away​ ​is​ ​that​ ​the 
meaning​ ​of​ ​‘Rural’​ ​,​ ​means​ ​different​ ​things​ ​​ ​from​ ​a​ ​Global​ ​perspective.​ ​Is 
‘Rural’;​ ​​ ​1,000,​ ​10,000,​ ​or​ ​even​ ​100,000​ ​individuals​ ​per​ ​community?  
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Poster​ ​Session​ ​Photos: 

ǒ Teledermatology:​ ​Connecting​ ​Specialists​ ​to​ ​Rural​ ​BC.​​ ​Presenter(s): 

Rebecca​ ​Afford,​ ​University​ ​of​ ​British​ ​Columbia) 

 

ǒ The​ ​Outport​ ​Cookbook:​ ​looking​ ​for​ ​the​ ​ingredients​ ​to​ ​keep​ ​rural 

communities​ ​afloat.​ ​Presenter(s):​ ​Renee​ ​Boileau,​ ​Philosophic​ ​Pill 

Productions 
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http://kootenays2017.crrf.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Rebecca-Afford_CRRF-poster-final.pdf


 
 

ǒ Social​ ​Participation​ ​as​ ​an​ ​Opportunity​ ​to​ ​Promote​ ​Rural​ ​Health. 

Presenter(s):​ ​Marc-Andre​ ​Bonneau,​ ​Laval​ ​University 

 

ǒ A​ ​new​ ​relationship?​ ​An​ ​analysis​ ​of​ ​jurisdiction​ ​through​ ​non-treaty 

agreements​ ​in​ ​British​ ​Columbia​.​ ​Presenter(s):​ ​Jonathan​ ​Boron,​ ​School​ ​of 

Resource​ ​and​ ​Environmental​ ​Management​ ​Simon​ ​Fraser​ ​University 
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